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FAD PANEL OF EXPERTS ON
PLANT EXPLORATION AND INTRODUCTION

The Panel of Experts on Plant Exploration and Introduction was
established by the Director-General of FAD in 1965.

From 25 to 28 March 1969, this Panel met to discuss the role of FAD
in promoting and helping national and international efforts in genetic
conservation and the exploration and utilization of genetic resources.
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Two other members of the Panel were unable to attend this session.
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Among other matters discussed by the Panel, was the need to establish
priorities in exploration. These priorities were established according to
crop and area. Priorities were classified as 3, 2 or 1. An emergency
rating was given to certain crops and areas. Genetic resources of cereals
in the Middle East were considered to be so seriously depleted that an
emergency priority was recommended. A similar situation exists in the
case of rice in certain parts of Africa. The Panel also discussed problems
of seed exchange, plant introduction, education, the role of the Plant
Introduction Newsletter, and the financial implications of FAO for develop-
ing activities in these fields.

The official report of the meeting of the Panel of Experts on Plant
Exploration and Introduction is shortly to be published.


